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Histoire de la Russie depuis les Origines jusqu'a nos Jours. Par 
Alfred Rambaud. Sixieme edition revue et completee jusqu'en 
1913 par £mile Haumant, Professeur-adjoint a la Faculte des 
Lettres de Paris. (Paris: Hachette et Cie. 1914. Pp.963.) 

Rambaud's Histoire de la Russie has for a long time been the only 
general history of Russia available to western readers ; it has been trans- 
lated into German and English. The recent English edition of Klyu- 
chevsky's History of Russia has given to the English reader a fuller 
treatment of the early periods; and Klyuchevsky's work is the best gen- 
eral history produced by Russian scholarship. But these volumes 
only bring us to Catherine the Great. The new edition of Rambaud, 
which we have before us, has been revised and brought down to date 
by his son-in-law, Professor Haumant of the Sorbonne. Though of 
meagre proportions, this volume helps to fill the gap which confronts 
the student wishing to learn about Russia and unable to use the Russian 
books. 

In his revision of the book, Mr. Haumant has conformed to the plan 
of the original : the treatment is by topics and the book is a small volume 
for reference. Because of the limits of space, only the most important 
events in Russian history can be noted and stated in brief outline. The 
greater attention is given to Russia's foreign relations, so that the 
account of Russian internal development is necessarily much condensed. 
Lack of perspective is evident in the last part of the volume, the pages 
written by Mr. Haumant himself. 

The visit of the Russian emperor to Paris in 1894 was important; it 
helped to cement the alliance between the two countries. But three 
pages on this topic, containing detailed descriptions of receptions and 
military reviews, would hardly seem justified, especially when only five 
pages were allowed in the distribution of space, for the treatment of the 
topic "La Revolution" (of 1905-1906). In a history of Russia it is im- 
portant to note the first Peace Congress at the Hague, which was con- 
vened on Russia's initiative; but five pages are inadequate to do justice 
to the congress if one is going to do more than mention it, and are out of 
proportion in a book of this size, covering the whole course of Russian 
history. Mr. Haumant's work heretofore has lain along the line of liter- 
ature. 

The summaries of recent problems and events are excellent. Of 
especial interest are the sections on the Balkans. The writer takes 
pains to follow the Near-Eastern question as it found reaction in Russia. 
Pan-Slavic sentiment in Russia was greatly weakened by the breaking 
up of the Balkan League, and by the conflict between Servia and Bul- 
garia. He points out that this was unfortunate both for Russia and for 
the Triple Entente; a Balkan League would have been an important 
factor for the balance of power in Europe. 

In his treatment of recent Russian internal politics, the author takes 
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the view of the moderate liberal. He points out the many anomalies 
of the present situation, the continuation of the system and methods of 
administration of the old regime. The recent "nationalist" movement 
in Russia, which in many of its manifestations has come to represent 
reaction, is well analyzed and criticized. The political movement of 
1905-1906 failed to secure civil and political rights as they are under- 
stood in western Europe. But as Mr. Haumant makes clear, there 
has been undoubted progress in the direction of liberty and a constitu- 
tional order. The Duma has had to suffer considerable curtailment of 
its powers, which were not as full as the Russian public had demanded ; 
it has not been representative in any large sense, and has therefore at 
times found little support among the broader masses of the people. 
But by its very existence the Duma has had a great moral influence 
" which could not be either suppressed or replaced ". 

Samuel N. Harper. 

La Guerre des Balkans et F Europe, 1912-1913. Par Gabriel 
Hanotaux. [Etudes Diplomatiques, deuxieme serie.] (Paris: 
Plon-Nourrit et Cie. 1914. Pp. vi, 457.) 

These studies were written for French newspapers and periodicals 
during the grave crisis of the Balkan wars of 1912 and 1913, and con- 
sist of a discussion, from the standpoint of the diplomat, of the issues 
which presented themselves before the bar of the great powers and 
which were either solved and dismissed, or, after the more usual diplo- 
matic fashion, adjourned to a more auspicious date and, in the mean- 
while, ordered to be confined with their many restless predecessors in the 
international lockup. Reviewing always the most recent events — the 
strictly fresh, one is tempted to call them in the phrase of the butter-and- 
eggs merchants — the author gives us an informed, vigorous, and pro- 
fessionally circumspect analysis of each new situation as it affects the 
Triple Entente or the Triple Alliance and this or that member of these 
two great groups. In spite of keen penetration and great breadth of 
judgment he has, when all is said, presented us with a volume that 
belongs to the realm of journalism rather than to that of history. 
For it is the function of journalism to record the swift and instantane- 
ous impressions of one who lives in the noisy centre of events, while 
history cultivates a deliberate method based on wide investigation and 
conducted in Olympian withdrawal from the strife of parties and of in- 
dividuals. Mr. Hanotaux in the course of his volume considers every- 
thing that a close diplomatic student, such as he, had forced on his at- 
tention in the period involved — the rise of Bulgaria, Germans versus 
Slavs, Albania, the role of Rumania, etc. — and although his offering, 
when first brewed and served, was undoubtedly a cup of sparkling vin- 
tage, it has, one is in all frankness obliged to admit, already lost much 
of its life and in another half-year will certainly become quite flat and 
stale. Journalism, even though it be, as we have been assured, only a 
little more ephemeral than history, can expect no other fate. 



